
Tulfarris Golf Club - Local Rules (amended 2017 January 11
th

)  

 
1. Relief for Embedded Ball. 

 
Through the green, a ball that is embedded in its own pitch-mark in the ground may be lifted, 
cleaned and dropped as near as possible to where it lay not nearer the hole, without penalty. The 
ball, when dropped, must first strike a part of the course through the green.  
 
Exceptions: 

1. A player may not take relief under this Local Rule if the ball is embedded in sand in an 
area that is not closely mown. 

2. A player may not take relief under this Local Rule if interference by anything other than 
the condition covered by this Local Rule makes the stroke clearly impracticable. 

 
PENALTY FOR BREACH OF LOCAL RULE: 
Matchplay – loss of hole; Strokeplay – Two Strokes. 
 
For ease of reference, the definition in the Rules of Golf of “Through the Green” is the whole area 
of the course except: 

a. The teeing ground and putting green of the hole being played; and 
b. All hazards on the course. 

 

2. Moveable obstructions. 
Distance markers may be removed without penalty. 
Stones and rakes in bunkers may be removed without penalty.   
 

3. Water Hazards. 
         Water hazards – yellow stakes or lines 
         Lateral water hazards – red stakes or lines  
         Rule 26 applies 
 

4. Immovable Obstructions. 
Rule 24-2 provides relief , without penalty, from interference by an immovable obstruction.(e.g. all 
seats, notice boards, shelters, sprinkler heads, staked trees) 
 

5. A ball coming to rest on a tee box or green other than that being played to or from, MUST be lifted 
and dropped at the nearest point of relief, without penalty. 
 

6. A ball coming to rest on a path may be lifted and dropped at nearest point of relief, not nearer the 
hole in accordance with Rule 24. 
 

7. All bridges are immovable obstructions; drop off in accordance with Rule 24. 
 
 

8. Wetlands area between Hole 15 and Hole 18 is Out of Bounds and it is forbidden to enter this area, 
even to retrieve a ball. 
 

9.  Distance Measuring Devices. 
 
A player may obtain distance information by using a device that measures distance only. If, during 
a stipulated round, a player uses a distance-measuring device that is designed to gauge or measure 
other conditions that might affect his play (e.g. gradient, wind speed, temperature, etc.), the player 
is in breach of rule 14-3, for which the penalty is disqualification, regardless of whether any such 
additional function is actually used. 
 
 



10. Ground Under Repair.  
 
Play from ground under repair is prohibited (rule 25-1) 
 

11. Water Hazards – Provisional Ball.  
 
A provisional ball may be played for a ball which may be in a water hazard where it would be 
impracticable to determine whether the ball is in the hazard or to do so would unduly delay play. 
In such case, if a provisional ball is played and the original ball is in a water hazard, the player may 
play the original ball as it lies or continue the provisional ball in play. 

12. Placing and dropping per starters board. 
Summer rules,” A player must play the ball as it lies”. 
 
Placing on fairways only, “A player can play it as it lies once the ball is on the fairway or has the 
option to mark and place within 6 inches not nearer the hole.” 
 
Lift, clean and drop, “A player must Mark and drop the ball as near as possible to the original ball 
position, if the ball rolls outside of one club length or nearer the hole it must be re-dropped”. 
 
 

13. Preferred lies and winter rules. 
A ball lying on an area through the green may be lifted, without penalty, and cleaned. Before lifting 
the ball, the player must mark its position. Having lifted the ball, he must place it on a spot within 
six inches of and not nearer the hole than where it originally lay, that is not in a hazard and not on 
a putting green. A player may place his ball only once, and it is in play when it has been placed  
(rule 20-4), if the ball when placed comes to rest on a spot on which it is placed and it subsequently 
moves, there is no penalty and the ball must be played as it lies. If a player fails to mark the 
position of the ball before lifting it or moves the ball in any manner, he incurs a penalty of one 
stroke 
 

14. Aeration holes (hollow tining). 
Through the green, a ball that comes to rest in or on an aeration hole may be lifted, without 
penalty, cleaned and dropped as near as possible to the spot where it lay but not nearer the hole. 
The ball when dropped must first strike a part of the course through the green. On the putting 
green, a ball that comes to rest in or on an aeration hole may be placed at the nearest spot not 
nearer the hole that avoids the situation.    
 

15. Old plug hole on putting green. 
If an old plug hole is sunk or raised on your line of the putt, you can attempt to repair it, if this is 
not possible, you can lift and place your ball, at the nearest spot not nearer the hole that avoids 
the situation. 

16. Fixed sprinkler heads. 
All sprinkler heads are immovable obstructions and relief from interference by them may be 
obtained under rule 24-2. In addition if such an obstruction is within two club lengths of the 
putting green of the hole being played and intervenes on the line of play, between the ball and the 
hole, the player may obtain relief without penalty, as follows: if the ball lies off the putting green 
but not in a hazard and is within two club lengths of the intervening obstruction , it may be lifted, 
cleaned and dropped at the nearest point to where the ball lay which (a) is not nearer the hole (b) 
avoids such intervention and (c) is not in a hazard or on a putting green.  

17. Out of bounds. 
 
Beyond the boundaries of the course or any part of the course so marked by white stakes/lines. 



18. Daffodils within the boundaries of the course shall be classed as ground under repair. See rule 11 
above. 

19. Tractor marks. 
Marks made by green keeper vehicles do not constitute as abnormal ground conditions. However, 
should the tyre marks made by a tractor or similar vehicle be deep rutted/broken ground, then 
relief may be taken without penalty, to the nearest point not nearer the hole. ( relief is not 
permitted if the ball is in a hazard).    
 

20. Linings and or timber supports within a bunker. 

If a lining or timber support within a bunker has appeared above the surface of the sand or is such 

that it interferes with the player’s intended swing, stance or lie of the ball, then the player may, 

without penalty, take relief by drop at the nearest point, not nearer the hole but still within the 

bunker. If relief is taken outside the bunker then relief shall be taken under penalty of one stroke.  

(relief under rule 24-2 b(ii)) 

 

21. Erosion caused by water in bunkers. 

If any ruts caused by water erosion in a bunker , interferes with a player’s intended swing, stance or 

lie of the ball, then player may lift and drop the ball in the bunker, not nearer the hole, without 

penalty. If relief is taken outside the bunker then relief shall be taken under penalty of one stroke. 

 

22. 6th Hole Drop Zone. 
A player who hits their ball into the water hazard between the 6th tee box and green as marked by Yellow 

stakes may play their next shot from the Drop Zone in front of the Ladies Tee box on the 6th hole.  
Note: The other options available under the Rules of Golf and Local Rule No.11 ( permitting the playing of a 
Provisional Ball for a ball which may be in a water hazard ) continue to be available. 

 

23. Accidental movement of ball or marker on the green. 
When a player’s ball lies on a putting green, there is no penalty if the ball or a ball-marker is 
accidentally moved by the player, his partner, his opponent, or any of their cadies or equipment. 
The moved ball or ball-marker must be replaced as provided in Rules 18-2, 18-3 and 20-1.  This 
local rule applies only when a player’s ball or ball-marker lies on the putting green and any 
movement is accidental.  
Note: If it is determined that a player’s ball on the putting green as moved as a result of wind, 
water or some other natural cause such as the effects of gravity, the ball must be played as it lies 
from its new location.  A ball-marker moved in such circumstances is replaced.    
 

24. Penalty for breach of local rules. 
 
Match play – loss of hole 
Stroke play – two strokes 

 

 


