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Handicap Adjustments by Home Club 

Where the handicap of a member of an Affiliated Club (hereafter referred to as “member”) 

has been adjusted under Clause 23 of the CONGU Unified Handicapping System, he may 

appeal the decision. Prior to the initiation of any procedure, the parties should familiarise 

themselves with Clauses 6, 7, and 8 of the CONGU Unified Handicapping System.  

 

 

Procedure 

The Golfing Union of Ireland recommends the following procedure be made available to a 

“member” dissatisfied with the determination made by the Club towards him pursuant to 

Clause 23 of the CONGU Unified Handicapping System: 

 

a) If the “member” is dissatisfied with any handicap adjustment made by the Handicap 

Committee of his Home Club, he should in the first instance notify the Handicap 

Committee and request that they would issue him with the reasons for the 

adjustment. He may then request the Handicap Committee to reconsider the 

decision and may make such representations in writing as he sees fit. 

 

b) If this does not resolve the matter, the “member” may bring the matter to his Men’s 

Club Committee by lodging an appeal with the Honorary Secretary (see 1.2 below 

for Appeal Procedure at Club Level) 

 

c) If the “member” remains dissatisfied, he may appeal in writing to the General 

Secretary or Executive Officer (as applicable) of his Area Authority (provincial 

branch) within 28 days of receiving notification of the initial decision (see 1.3 below 

for Appeal Procedure at Branch Level). 

 

d) The Area Authority (provincial branch) will, at this point, request a report in writing 

on the matter from the Men’s Club Committee. 

 

e) The decision of the Area Authority will be final and will be communicated forthwith 

to the National SSS & Handicapping Committee.  

 

 

Appeal to the Home Club 

a) Any “member” wishing to appeal against a handicap adjustment made by the Home 

Club pursuant to Clause 23 of the UHS must lodge his appeal in writing within 14 

days of the adjustment, setting out the grounds of his appeal with the Honorary 

Secretary of the Home Club (Men’s Club). 



 

On receipt of a written appeal, the Club Committee shall appoint an Appeal Committee of 

at least three of its number who can be fairly said to have no conflict of interest in the 

matter. The Appeal Committee must be competent in SSS & Handicapping Affairs, and must 

have primary regard at all times to the CONGU UHS Booklet 

b) Any handicap adjustment made by the Home Club will stand pending the outcome of 

the appeal. 

 

c) The Appeal Committee shall, in as timely a manner as possible, adjudicate upon the 

matter taking into consideration the written evidence from the appellant and from 

the Handicapping Committee, and shall seek such further evidence, written or oral, 

as it thinks fit. 

 

d) The Appeal Committee may uphold, amend or rescind the decision of the 

Handicapping Committee having due regard to the CONGU UHS Booklet.  

 

e) The Appeal Committee shall communicate its decision to the appellant within 14 

days of its decision. 

 

 

Appeal to the Area Authority (Provincial Branch) 

a) Any “member” who, having appealed against a handicap adjustment made by the 

Home Club pursuant to Clause 23 of the UHS, and, having had such appeal heard 

wishes to further appeal the decision, must lodge his appeal in writing, setting out 

the grounds of his appeal, with the General Secretary or Executive Officer (as 

applicable) of his Area Authority (Provincial Branch). 

 

b) The Area Authority shall appoint an Appeal Committee of at least three who can be 

fairly said to have no conflict of interest in the matter. The Appeal Committee must 

include a nominee from a Panel appointed for such purposes by the SSS & 

Handicapping Committee of the Union. This nominee must not be a Member of the 

Provincial Council in the province where the dispute has arisen, and shall Chair the 

proceedings. 

 

c) Any handicap adjustment made by the Home Club as per the determination of the 

Club’s Appeal Committee will stand pending the outcome of the second appeal. 

 

d) The Appeal Committee shall, in as timely a manner as possible, adjudicate upon the 

matter taking into consideration the written evidence from the appellant and from 

the Handicapping Committee, and shall seek such further evidence, written or oral, 

as it thinks fit. 

 

e) The Appeal Committee may uphold, amend or rescind the decision of the 

Handicapping Committee having due regard to the CONGU UHS Booklet.  

 

f) The determination of the Appeal Committee shall be final, and shall be 

communicated forthwith to the appellant and to the National SSS & Handicapping 

Committee for the purpose of the establishment of an evolving case law. 

 
Any appellant who remains dissatisfied at the completion of this procedure may appeal 

exclusively by referral to Just Sport Ireland, within 14 days from receipt of such decision, for 

final and binding arbitration in accordance with the Just Sport Ireland Arbitration Rules. 


